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right by participating in each stage of 
the proceeding, that person may be-
come a participant with the rights of a 
party by order of an administrative law 
judge or the Board. 

[43 FR 34386, Aug. 3, 1978, as amended at 56 
FR 2142, Jan. 22, 1991; 59 FR 1488, Jan. 11, 
1994; 59 FR 54362, Oct. 28, 1994] 

§ 4.1106 Hearing sites. 
Unless the act requires otherwise, 

hearings shall be held in a location es-
tablished by the administrative law 
judge; however, the administrative law 
judge shall give due regard to the con-
venience of the parties or their rep-
resentatives and witnesses. 

§ 4.1107 Filing of documents. 
(a) Any initial pleadings in a pro-

ceeding to be conducted or being con-
ducted by an administrative law judge 
under these rules shall be filed, by 
hand or by mail, with the Hearings Di-
vision, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
Department of the Interior, 801 North 
Quincy Street, Arlington, Va. 22203. 

(b) Where a proceeding has been as-
signed to an administrative law judge, 
the parties will be notified by the Chief 
Administrative Law Judge of the name 
and address of the administrative law 
judge assigned to the case and there-
after all further documents shall be 
filed with the Administrative Law 
Judge, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
at the address designated in the notice. 

(c) Any notice of appeal, petition for 
review or other documents in a pro-
ceeding to be conducted or being con-
ducted by the Board shall be filed, by 
hand or by mail, with the Board of 
Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals, 801 North Quincy Street, Ar-
lington, Va. 22203. 

(d) Any person filing initial pleadings 
with the Hearings Division or a notice 
of appeal with the Board shall furnish 
an original and one copy. Any person 
filing other documents with OHA shall 
furnish only an original. 

(e) Any person who has initiated a 
proceeding under these rules before the 
Hearings Division or filed a notice of 
appeal with the Board shall file proof 
of service with the same in the form of 
a return receipt where service is by 
registered or certified mail, or an ac-
knowledgement by the party served or 

a verified return where service is made 
personally. A certificate of service 
shall accompany all other documents 
filed by a party in any proceeding. 

(f) The effective filing date for docu-
ments initiating proceedings before the 
Hearings Division, OHA, Arlington, 
VA, shall be the date of receipt in that 
office, if filed by hand, or the date such 
document is postmarked, if filed by 
mail. 

(g) The effective filing date for a no-
tice of appeal or a petition for discre-
tionary review filed with the Board 
shall be the date of mailing or the date 
of personal delivery, except the effec-
tive filing date for a notice of appeal 
from a decision in an expedited review 
of a cessation order proceeding or from 
a decision in a suspension or revoca-
tion proceeding shall be the date of re-
ceipt of the document by the Board. 
The burden of establishing the date of 
mailing shall be on the person filing 
the document. 

(h) The effective filing date for all 
other documents filed with an adminis-
trative law judge or with the Board 
shall be the date of mailing or personal 
delivery. The burden of establishing 
the date of mailing shall be on the per-
son filing the document. 

[43 FR 34386, Aug. 3, 1978, as amended at 45 
FR 50753, July 31, 1980; 46 FR 6942, Jan. 22, 
1981; 49 FR 7565, Mar. 1, 1984; 67 FR 4368, Jan. 
30, 2002] 

§ 4.1108 Form of documents. 

(a) Any document filed with OHA in 
any proceeding brought under the act 
shall be captioned with— 

(1) The names of the parties; 
(2) The name of the mine to which 

the document relates; and 
(3) If review is being sought under 

section 525 of the act, identification by 
number of any notice or order sought 
to be reviewed. 

(b) After a docket number has been 
assigned to the proceeding by OHA, the 
caption shall contain such docket num-
ber. 

(c) The caption may include other in-
formation appropriate for identifica-
tion of the proceeding, including the 
permit number or OSM identification 
number. 
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